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REPORT 
To nccompn.ny S. 119] 

The Committee on I 1terior and lusulnr Affnirs, to which ,nts 
referred the bill (S. 119) o re. enTe certain pnhlic lands for lt Natiomtl 
\Villi Rivers Sy~tem, to pro,·ide a procedure for adding additional 
public lands nnd other 1 nds to the system, and or other purpo:es, 
ha Ying considered the St ie, reports fa vorubly thereon with umend­
men t(s) an<l recommend t.hat the bill as amended do pu s. 

PURPOSE 

This bill, S. 119, will stablish a National '\Vild and Scenic Rh·ers 
Sy:::;tem i\.nd thereby pre::; rve und protect some of America's unspoiled 
and free-flowing streruu , or their segments, that ymbolize this 
va,nishing heritage of our original landscape. 

NEED 

:Many of our remainiu free-flowing rivers are under threat of dams, 
pollution, and other des ructive nssault. If some of them are to be 
saved or restored to the r natural state, legislative action is urgent. 
That is the objective of S. 119, which sets out in its statement of 
policy the need to balan e the national policy of dam building with 
a policy of preserving se ected rivers or sections thereof that possess 
unique conservation, sc nic, fish, \\ildlife, and outdoor recreation 
vnJues. The bill prohi its the Fedeml Power Commission from 
licensing the constructio of <lan'ls on a wild or scenic river except 
where such action mig 1t be specifically authorized by Congre~s. 
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2 NATI .N"AL WILD AXD SCENIC RIVERS SYSTEM 

It nl o establish s n, mom tori um on licen ing dams during a, 5-yen,r 
perio<l on eertni ri,·ers listed for study as possible future inclusions 
in the National :Vild and ,' cenic Rivers System. 

IlAcKanour-.o 

In 19G2 the ntdoor Recreation Resources Review Commission, n 
bipar tisan Com, ission cstabfo,heJ by the Congress to evnluate the 
outdoor recreati n ne~ds of the nation, recommended tlrnt: 

Certain vers of unusunl scientific, esthetic, nnd recrca­
tionn.l value should be allowed to remn.in in their free-flowing 
state and aturnl set ting without manmade alteration . 

The Secretar. of the Interior and the Secretnry of Agricul turc, in 
1963, initin,tecl "Wild Rivers Study." Their objective was to in­
vestign.te furthe · the need for conservation of a nationwide system 
of wild rivers, t develop and estn.blish suitable criteria and methods 
for evaluating particular rivers or segmeuts thereof, and to identify 
tho e rivers or reams having "wild river" qualities to an outstanding 
degree. 

From more ti an 650 rivers, 67 were selected for preliminary field 
reconnaissance y special study teams. Based on this reconnaissance 
:-:Ludy, segments of 17 rivers and a numbe1· of their tributary streams 
,rnre then sele ted for more detailed investigation. This detailed 
sLndy was com leted in 1964 and served n,s a basis for the recom- 1 

mendat.ions con ained in the initial wild rivers proposal. 
Tlie Presiden , in his natural beauty message to the Congress, 

called for wild ivers preservation. He expressed the view that the 
time has come o identify and preserve free-flowing stretches of our 
gren t cenic riv rs before growth and development make the beauty 
of the unspoiled waten,·~y only n. memory. 

On this foun ation of study and interest, Senator Church, for 
him.self and 28 other Senators, submitted the wild rivers propo nl 
t,o the Congress n March 3, 1965. It became S. 1446, 89th Congre s. 

Hearings by he full Interior and Insular Affairs Committee ,rnre 
cor1ducted April 22 n.nd 23, n,n<l a, s_pecial task force of the committee 
conducted field eurings at Green River, Wyo., 11ay 17,~and at Boise, 
Idaho, May 18. 

On Se.ptembe 15, the committee voted to favorably report the bill, 
\\ith minority vi ws (S. Rept. 792, to accompany S. 1446, 89th Cong.). ( 

On January 1 , 1966, the Senate pncsed the bill, \Yith amendments, 
byavotcof71 o 1. 

Hm\·ever, the ill was not acted upon in the House prior to adjourn­
ment of the 89 h Congress, and Senator Church reintroduced the 
measure ns S. 119 on January 11, 1967, with 38 co ponsors. 

Hearings wer conducted on S. 119 and S. 1092, the administration 
bill to provide f r n. natiou~l ystem of scenic rivers, April 13 and 14. 
Following an ex~cut1ve session on July 26 that udopted an amendment 
in the nature of a substitu t.e which included some of the provisions in 
the administrati n bill, S. 1092, the committee voted to favombly 
report the bill, 119, to establish a, National ,vild and Scenic Rivers 
System. 

Al\IENDl\IENTS 

The scope of he original bill which passed the Senate last year has 
been expanded o recognize and define two types of rivers, namely, 
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"wild" nnd "scenic" ri ers. The definition of a wild river area was 
reYised and the definiti n of a scenic river ,nis added. RecofO'nition of 
these t"·o types of river means that the national system wil be made 
up of both '"·ild river ar as and scenic river areas. 

The Eleven Point Ri "er in Missom·i was considered in last years' 
bill to be a wild river ut in this measure is cla sified as a national 
scenic river. Recornme decl for immediate inclusion in the new na­
tional system is the St. Croix River in Wisconsin and Minne ota. A 
bill to create the St. Cro x N aticnal cenic RiYerway passed the Senate 
in the last . ession, but ecause that river contains segments which fit 
the definitions of both vild and scenic river areas, it ,vas decided to 
add it to this bill. The Illinois River in Oregon and the Wolf River 
in Wisconsin are new a clitions to the ~Toup of rivers recommended 
for immediate inclusion in the national system. Several new rivers 
are listed for study as t po sible inclusion in the national system at a 
later date. 

Provisions for planni g new additions to the system were expanded 
to require local public ~eurings on any addition to the system nnd to 
allow the State legislattres to make their recommendations kn0\n1 if 
they so desire. 

Provisions were adde to encourage the development of State and 
local wild and scenic r· vers and to protect the owners of improved 
property which may be aequired. 

Therefore, in order to simplify con ideration, the committee 
amended the bill by s riking out all after the enacting clause and 
inserting the agreed up n language in the nature of a substitute. 

RIVERS IN SYSTEl\1 

A national wild river area, as defined by S. 119, is one located in a 
1 sparsely populated, nat 1ral, and rugged environment " ·here the river 

is free :flowmg and unp lluted, or where the river should be restored 
to such condition, in or ler to promote sound water conservation, and 
promote the public us and enjoyment of the scenic, fish, wildlife, 
nnd outdoor recreation ·alues. 

Rivers or segments f rivers which \\·ould be designated as wild 
river areas for the initi l system are the l\1iddle Fork of the Sah110n 
and the 1'11iddle Fork f the Clear\\·ater in Idaho, the Rogue and 
Illinois in Oregon, the io Grande in New J\!Iexico, the St. Croix in 
:Minnesota and Wiscon in, and the Wolf in 'Wisconsin. 

Some of these sume r vers have segments which are also designated 
as scenic rb·er areas, in luding the Rogue and Illinois in Oregon, and 
the St. Croix in Min esota and '\,Visconsin. Other national scenic 
river areas ,,·ould be on the Eleven Point in l\fissouri and the Name-
kagon in vVi consin. 

A national scenic rive area as defined by the bill is a river area that 
is unpolluted and whic should be left in its pastoral or scenic attrac­
tiveness, or that shoul be restored to such condition, in order to 
protect, develop, and ake acces ible its significant national outdoor 
recreational resources f r public use and enjoyment. 

T"·enty-seven rivers or river segments are listed for study for 
possible fut ure inclusio in the bill. 

By agreement betwe n the t\\·o Senators from Idaho, J\tfr . Church 
and :Mr. J 0rdan, the m in section of the Salmon in Idaho, from the 
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town of \ n·th i ork to its conf111011cc \\ it h t.bc ,. nnkc Hi n ~r, wn-.; 
pfoGcd in t,liis li s of riYcr:-; for s tudy for po. ::;iblc fu ture i11 d usio11 . The 
)\1liddlc F ork of the Snl1110n and the )\ 'Jiddlc Fork of the Cle11rwat<"r , 
(i11< ·lt1di11g iLs Lril ntnrics , the Lod1::; a. and the Selway) rcrn ai11 , ho,,·c,·c1·, 
in the iuit.inl sy s cm as 11ational wil<l river ureas . 

At t.hc rcq110s of the t,,,·o Senators from ,Yyoming, :;\Ir. ~ le Gee nnd 
~fr. IJnnscn, the Green RiYcr i11 \Vyo1ning wni, removed from t.hc group 
of ri vcr for stu< y. 

The ,Jackson 1'011nty (Oregon) Chu.ptcr of the fannk \V:ilton Lengne 
rccom111cndcd tl e inclu ~ioll of the Jllinois, n tributary uf tho Ro{!t1C 
Hi v0r in Ore~01 , for incl11:-; ion in the initinl system as n re ult of a 
series of public 1 tectin~s in t,he Ho~ue lliver Basin. 'l'he se:;mentnt.ion 
of the Rog11c fUl l Jllinois into Rpoc1fic "wild" n.nd "scenic" nrens nlso 
follows t.!10 cl1n.p er's rccommeudn.tious. 

ADMINISTnA 'l'ION 

Admi11istrntio 1 of t.he rivers in the sys tem would be by either the 
ccrcLn.ry of Jut rior or Agriculture, or the Secretaries jointly, bn, c<l ( 

upon their 1tdmi 1istmtive nrens; or jointly ,vith the States, or States 
n.nd local govern ncnt.nl agencies , or by the States or locnl govcrnmcntnl 
n()'encics, cxclusi cly. St.ates would be encouraged to coopcmtc in t.hc 
1Xn.nuing 1Lnd n< ministration of such fl.rcns where they include State­
owned or count. -owned lauds. The Secrct11ry of Interior is directed to 
provide teclmic1 1 nssistnnce and u.<l vice u.nd to coopenito with St,n.tes1 

intcrst.uie agcn ics, politicn1 subdidsions, 11nd nonprofit private 
orgm1ihntions wi h respect to establishing wild and scenic riYer arcn 

The bill hflS con ref erred to n.s n.n extension or corollary of the 
Wilderness Act, but its provis ions arc not 11cfl.rly as restrictive. A 
nationnJ wild or scenic ri,·er nrea "·ill be fl.dministcrcd for it.c;; csthetic, 
scenic, historic, fish nnd wildlife, iuchoologic, scientific, and rccron­
tionn.l features, rnsed 011 tl1e special attributes of the u.re1t. However, 
it will not proh bit the co11struction of roads or bridges, timber hnr­
vcsting n,11d liYc tock grazing, and other uses that do not ubstn.utinllv 
interfere with p 1blic use n.nd enjoyment of these Y1ducs. l\Iining will 
be n.llowed to ont.inue, altllOugh claims located after the cffcctiYe 
date of tho f\Ct 1 my be sub,ic<:t to rcgulnlion to confo!'m to the system, 
pn.rt.ic11larly to I rcvcnt pollution. 

Also, it is the lcgislntiYc int ent thn.t nothing in this act shnll inter­
fere with or din inish tho u.utliority and right of Stntc n.nd locnl go,·­
crmncntn.l cntiti s to call 111)()11 m1<l obtain the aid of Fcdcrnl nnd other 
agencies in em ·~cncies, such 1\S1 for example, floods or forest fires, 
in 1\ny nationfl.1 ild or scenic riYcr m·ca. 

CONDEMNATION 

Sub~ection 5( I) plnccs n limitn.tion on <·011<lemnation 1 hy providi11g 
thn,t where 50 p rccnt or more of the :wre11ge "vithin the entire nntionn.1 
wild or scenic 11· vcr fl.rca is owned by Fcdeml, Stntc, or locn,l govem­
men tR, ucither eeretn.ry cim condemn for ncquisition of foo t.itle hut 

~ may con<lonm or scenic ensemont . Tho cotnmittce npµrovcd this 
limit,n,t ion been :-;e it, believed that ri,·crs flowing thro u~h t.Jij ~ amount 
of public fond c 11ld amply pnwidc bnnk-l1111d arcn,s for public iwcc~s 
nnd facilities wi ho11t t.110 need for tho fee ncqnisit.ion of propcrt.y. In 
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adopting this limitatio , the committee wishes to stress that it i:S 
peculiar to the proble s of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System and should not e regarded as a precedent limitin~ condemna­
tion in other cases wh re areas may be dedicu.ted to punlic use and 
benefit. 

Under subsection 5 d) wherever the power of condemnation is 
conferred, the Secreta ,ies are limited to acquiring a maximum of 
100 acres per mile on oth sides of the stream, tributary, or river, in 
fee title. Section 5(a) s ts the maximum acreage for boundaries of a 
national wild and sceni river area at 320 acres per mile on both sides 
of the stream, tributa . , or river. 

Subsection 5(f) pro des that neither Secretary can condemn lands 
within any incorporat d city, village, or borough as long as such 
entities have in force duly, adopted valid zoning ordinance that is 
satisfactory to the a propriate Secretary. 

It is the intention f the committee that both Secretaries shall 
encoura~e local units o government to adopt zoning ordinances which 
are consistent with the purposes of this act and that where such valid 
zoning ordinances are i effect and where there is no need for further 
Federal acquisition tha the appropriate Secretary will susl?end acqui­
sition of scenic easem ts and fee title. For example, it 1s intended 
that in that section of he St. Croix River described in section 3(b)(l) 
that acquisition will b limited to less than 1,000 acres to be used as 
access points and that he remainder of that segment will be primarily 
controlled by local zon'ng ordinances. 

WATER RIGHTS 

The language contai ed in subsection 6(f) is intended by the com- J 
mittee to preserve the status quo with respect to the law of water 
rights. No change is i tended. The first sentence states that estab­
lished principles of la will determine the Federal and State juris­
diction over. the water of a stream that is included in a wild river 
area. Those establishe principles of law are not modified. The third 
sentence states that th respect to possible exemption of the Fed­
eral Government from State water laws the act is neither a claim 
nor a denial of exemp ion. Any issue relating to exemption will be 
determined by establis ed principles of law as provided in the first 
sentence. The second sentence would apply to this legislation the 
principle of compensat on embraced by section 8 of the Reclamation 
Act of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388, 390, found in 43 U.S.C. 383). 
This means that the overnment must pay just compensation for a 
water right taken for ild river purposes if the water right is a vested 
property right under stablished principles of State or Federal law. 
See U.S. v. Gerlach (3 9 U.S.725). 

Subsection 6(j) mak s it clear that designation of a stream or its 
portion thereof is not t be considered a reservation of unappropriated 
waters other than for the purposes of this act-and in no greater 
quantities than are n cessary for those purposes. 

It should be made lear that it is the intention of the committee 
that the Federal Gove nment may reserve only such unappropriated 
waters as may be re_q_u ed for the purposes specified in this act. The 
establishment of a N ional Wild and Scenic Rivers System is not 
intended to affect or i pair any prior valid water right vested under 
State or Federal law. 

\ 
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BALAN"CED DEVELOPl\IE~T 

I n it selecti01 of rivers to be included in the initial sy tern of wild • 
and cenic l'iver , and in the study group of rivers for p ssible ln.ter 
inclusion in the ·y-·Lem-with a 5-y nr mol'atorium on the licensing 
of d:uns 011 the laf ter- the committee i. cognizant thn,t, there are many 
other rivers thro 1gho11t the United States which may qualify for the 
ystem. 'l'hc bill stn.blishes p1·ocedures by which these may be n.<l<led. 

The committc did not reYimv 1111 the riYers of the United Stn.t,ed in 
acting upon thi bill. However, the committee did give particulnr 
attention to the 1iddle Snn,ke River \\"fl.tershed in Idaho and Oregon. 
'I'he :Middle Fo k of the Clea.rwater and the :Middle ]'ork of the 
Salmon, b oth pi rt of the watershed, will become initial stren,ms in 
the National w· d and Scenic Rivers System established by S. 119. 
The main Salm n River will be studied for possible future inclusio11 
in the system. 

The l\1id<lle F rk of the Snake, also an nrea of great beauty, con­
tnins the locatio 1 of the proposed High Mountain Sheep Dam just 
above the confh ence of the Snake and the Salmon. This is the la ·t 
undeveloped sit on the Snake River for a great storage dam. The 
committee took ognizance of this fact in not considering inclusion of 
the Middle Fork of the Snake in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System. The co1 mittee believes that exclusion of this portion of the 
Snake River wa ershed is in keeping with a balanced natural resource 
program. 

CosT 

Totn.l cost of ln,nd acquisition and <lev~lopment of the Nation:11 
,vild and Scenic Rivers System o,·er the next 10 yearn bas been e . .::ti­
mated to be $40 million, based on the initial riYcrs in the system. 

FUTURE BASIN PLANNING 

In view of th congressional policy to pmteci wild and scenic river 
value througho t t.he r ution, t.he bill r equires nJl Federal agencies that, 
are engaged in ater re::,ources planning t,o include in their planning 
repor ts a discuss on of any potential wild or scemc river nren.s that may 
be involved. In addition t o this genrra.l requirement, t.lie planning 
ngencies are re uire<l to ron-ider wilu and scenic river values us a 
pot,ential alt,ern· ti VB use when mnkinf!: plnn ' on rivers designated by 
the SP,cretaries f Int.er ior or Agricult ure. These reqnirements will 
a:;sure proper c nsiderntion of pot entb l wild H.nd scenic riYcr values 
during t,lrn plan 1i11g process. 

· Go'.\u,n TTEF, PuBITION 

'J'he committe believes there is urgent need t o est ubli:,h u K a.tional 
"\Vild and Sceni Rivers y.stem nmv. nn<l s t rongly recommends the 
n.pprovnl of S.119 us reported tu the k> nate. 

EXECUTIVE AGE:XCY REPORT, t 

The executiv communicntion from the A8~istant. Sccrefo1-v of tbe 
Dep~tr tment of lnt.el'io1• in snbmiUin~ nnd r~.conunendjng ~the n<l­
mini:;t.rat.ion's 's enic ri,~e1~ bill to t,hE> Oongre>, tt\g-ether with cc)m-

,., I . 
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rrJ<1TJt. IJIJ f bir.., i1 ·1d r,ri S J J'J , tb 1
• wild ri··t:?''i biH, l1y the ~r•r 0 1riry ,,r 

I rw•rhr, l.lv! <-;w- r,!t11ry ,r A~.!Ti<·ult•1r<1; arid tl!e I~ , refl•t <Jr tbi; B ud:,!et, 
ar,~ <-r•t forth br:I ow. 

c.s DE!'AHT~U-:ST r,r THE JsTJ;nron. 
Ornr.~ ,,F T H}; Sr.CI':.ET.iRi', 

H'o,, li ir1 Jt.r,n, TJ.r.:., Fi: br11. 11,nJ 16, J.'Jr;;-
I fo n. H 1:1:1-:,a JI. JJ ,:~rJ Hf~Ei', 
/'rr-Ji{t/1:r,J, fJ/ t.11,P, ,<.; a1,.11u . 
W11,P,/dr,gfon, /J.1/. 

D J-:1. H ~lH. J'1~1-;~ JVE ·-r: Th!: Prr;-,icl (;11 f, in hie, ,Jan uii.ry 30, HJG7, 
rn,~~~U~(! t,, the c,,n~r . i; (J fl pr<Jt~r:tin~ (J lJ I' natund }i,~ri t a.~e f (!JJe\\ ed 
}ii-; J'(!(;f)T(JI(J(!flda ti,,11 r,J fo½i -J i1ti<Jfl l fJ <.!-'HJ,lish a nati<J{IW id f! .-Ystt:rn 

(Jr }i<; cr1ir; 1i vers 1,imilar v, li::g-i~lation thr~ De;partrneut bubrni tte<l 1,, 
t}1,: ,sf.Hb Cr,n~r':~<; . T }1 H(;<;d t<, a<;t in ,,rdtr to presern~ por t i<,n~ ,,r 
,,11r fr,:0-fl,,win½ river:; for tli<! beudi t ,,r t he American per,pl e i-; 
11r~ent. Tnl,~:; w,~ ar:t >rr,rnptJy, ~r,JwtL ll.IJd devel,,pmen t wilJ H><m 
rnu.ke the bc:auty ,,r th; un~p,,il<:d ~trdd1e-; ,if <, ur i-,cenic waterways 
m<:rdy h. rnem<Jry. 

While riverfJ,, ws }u.1.\ ,~ he1;11 l1 tt rrH.! '-,.~ed t,, aid rrn.vigati<Jn, c·orn r,Jl 
flr,,,ds , i11,;r<!ase farm pr<JductivitJ, an<l hydr,,el<:c;trir; J)fJWer , t'><J 
Jiu),; attenti<m ha<; b<!<r1 ~v<:n t,, t}1C! irnp,,rt&nN; or prot<;<;tir,g t!ie 
v,:ry wat c;r we drink a cl the value<.; ,,r fi sh :mci ·wi}dJifo, !-:ce11 i<· , and 
<J11tdo(Jr J'<:cr,!atio11 r<;HQ1 r,:,r.•• T he:-;<! Ya.)u~s, altbou~h orum measureles9 
in ,x,rnrn<:rr;i&l tcnrn;, . hould b~ pn~erved by a pr()gr:tm that will ✓ 
guarantee Arm:ric:11 her 1,;rit11g,~ <Jr 1111~p<:ii1,,-1, unp<Jlluu.~d, free-fl r,wi11~ 
riv,u-s. 0 11r belier jq Rh .1.r<;<l by a wide nw~e ,,r publi<J and pri\'a te 
au th<Jrit.ie~, ar,d the tim ~ to uet i~ now, before it is t<,o lat~. 

J n J !Jfj2, the O utdo, r Ifocreatir,(J H,:~<,11rc:e:') Re view Comrnis sicJ11 
<:nd,,rw~l effortB to pre ,~n-e <;ertltin IiYen; beeam;.e <Jr uuique nat 11ral 
,·ul ue;; th~y pr<Jvide. At r, i11 1 !~f; 2, th ,! Pn.:sid<!nt 11p<,11 rl':!<;<,rnrnend1:1 t i,,u 
,,r the ~.:<:retary "r th J I n t cri,Jr, d1C! Se<·r <!t~ry <>r A::.,rri.<;1.1lt11re, t he 
Sc:cretw·y ,,t t},e .A..rrny, awl t he. '<!<;retary ,,r Health, Edu,;at-i()n , and 
\Vdfar<.!, 11pprnw:d for : ppli<:1.1tir,fl by t h<!m and by the B 11rea11 ,,r the 
H11dg,.:t. 11 p()li,;y stater 1ent c<,n<:<.: rniu~ t. hf! 11.y~ awl deveJ,,prnem ,,r 
wat<;r 1111<1 rdat<~d Ian I'csr,11r<;es. This r,,,li ,.:y statement r,r oYi<fos, 
1.:.rn<,n;{ ,,1.her t,hiri½S, th ! l iH parti_,;11J11r i11<.;tan<·<.!S \\ild areas or ri \·er~ 
sh,,uld be rM.t.intain,;d r1 ,<l u~ed for recrei1t i<1ual p urp<,!-!es. 

Ia )!Jf;:1, thi i,; Depa t rnerit aJHI the JJepartrnen t, ,,f A½rin11t11re 
initiated a. (;nr,rdim1t ,;<I hr<Jad-:-:<!al~ ~1.11dv ,,f the (Jeed t<, r,re~er \' e 1.1. 
111J.tir,11wi<le Hy~U!rn ,,r g ·eni<: <>r wild ri n::rs. This s~11dy re vc1-1led that 
,if a u, tal ,l appr(Jxirn11 ely J<J<J,O(JfJ mil,..:s <Jr ri vers and trih11t:1rie-, in -/ 
t rw Cnilr.:d S tale<; l1\'e ag-iri~ U. fl<, w (Jr itt l,.:ast r,r,() <:u bi<; foC!t per 
SC!<·,,wJ , rmly ft fow <if t ,e ri V<! f:5 ,;,J11}d ~dll tH~ ,·la~,; jfjc,J us relatin;l_y 
tHJ <, f"Jilod. Ju a s tri<;t ~<; 1s e, ft pri.st iw; r i\·er i · a rare t bi JJg tfJday ir1 t li r 
Cui t <;d Stale<;. T h,;re :.!re, }J(J\\ eY,~1·, rw.1.ny fr ee-fl,,wi11::; ri \·er;.;, <,r 
!-: <:~rnent1, t,}i,;rec,r, whid st ill re tai n cnr>'JJb ,,r their ()rig'i!la] c;h1ra,·t er 
tr, pr<, \ i<lP, I be di~ti m:ti ve l.Y fJ<! ur m1j,,yrn,m t a1H1 in:.;piNitiou that 
inr•rea!:t ing rnnnbers "' p •r,ple 111'<! sceki11:-t. The ': !1eer nat 11r1d b,:11uty ,l 
s11<·h ri\·er are1-1..'i i!i a s,,, r<;e (Jf physi r:al a nd s pirit nnl refreshm e11t. 

Th<! ,mdc,~ed lJilJ, w 1id1 w,, nld <;stabli ,.,}1 1-.1. n&tioHwi,fo sy:;tc·m of 
!-<:erii<: ri,•,;r~, is ~imitar t<1 the pn,p<1~ul ,rhid1 thP, Department -=ub-
11Jitt<~J 1.{J 1.h,; ~Hth c ,,11 rrP;-;<.,. \\' ~ ll f:.{<! tha t it f(_;('f;i \' C early <:o nsiclera-
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tion . A detailed nnlysis of its provisions is set forth in au enclosure 
to thi report. 

Pert,inent data with re pect to the initial nine areas included by 
thi bill in the sy. tern are enclo eel. 

The proposed egislntion bas been preptucd in collaboration with 
the Secretary of griculturc and has his approval. 

The Bureau of he Budget has ndviscd thnt this proposed legisln,tiou 
is in nccord with he program of the 1Jrcsidcnt. 

Sincerely ours, 
HARRY R. ANDERSON, 

Assistant Secretary of the Inte7'iur. 
A BILL To reserve ertain public lands nnd ot her lands for a Nationwide Syi;l<'na 

of Scenic Rivers, to provide a procedure for adding additional land to the 
,;_rstem, and for o her purposes . 

B e it enacted by the Senate and Hou.~e of Revresentatives of the United 
States of America ·n Congress assembled. 

SHORT TITLE 

SEc. 1. This A t may be cited as the "Scenic Rivers Act". 

STATEMENT OF POLICY 

· SEc. 2. The C ngress finds that some of the free-flowing riYers of 
the United State . . ~nd related adjacent land areas possess outstandin~ 
scenic, fish, wil i.fe, and outdoor recreation values of present and 
potential benefit o the .t\.merican people. The Congress also finds that 
our established n tional policy of dam and other construction on appro­
priate sections of the rivers of the United States needs to be comple­
mented by a polic that would preserve other selected rivers or sections 
t.hereof in their n tural and free-flowu1g condition to protect the ·water 
quality of such r~vers and to fulfill other vital national conservation 
purposes. It is th policy of Congress that selected parts of the Nat.ion's 
diminishino- resot ce of free-flowing rivers, and their related adjacent 
lands shoufd be p eserved, reclaimed, and appropriately developed for 
t.be benefit of all he American people. For this purpose there is hereby 
e~tablished a Na ionwide System of Scenic Rivers to be composed of 
(a) the areas des gnated by this Act or subsequent Acts as "national 
scenic river arc ", and (b) the Sta.te and local scenic river areas 
designated by the Secretary of the Interior as part of the System. Areas 
cle ignn.ted as "national scenic river 11,rens" by subsequent Acts of 
Congress shall b administered in n,ccorclu.nce with the provisions of 
this Act unless t e subsequent Acts proYide otherwise. 

DEFIN TION OF NATIONAL SCENIC RlVER AHEA' 

SEC. 3. A nati >nal scenic river area eligible to be included in the 
System is a strear or any section of a st.ream, tributary, or river-and 
the related adja ent land area-that possesses outstanding scenic, 
fish, wildlife, an outdoor recreation values, that is essentially free­
flowing and unpo ut.ed, and that should be preserved in such condition, 
or restored there o, in order to promote public use and enjoyment. 


